
Hello RCQG members,

I want to start by acknowledging the tireless work and commitment of Becky F., Jane A. and Kim H., who 
ensured we all enjoyed the 7th Annual Virtual Celebration of International Quilting Day on Saturday, 
March 21, 2026. Throughout the day I heard participants expressing their thanks and appreciation to the 
organizing committee. People clearly enjoyed the virtual quilt show, the keynote speakers, and the 
breakout sessions. I especially appreciated the time we had to connect with one another between sessions. 
Events like this would not be possible without our partners, the Waterloo County Quilters Guild and the 
York Heritage Quilters Guild. Congratulations to everyone involved on another successful event. I can’t wait 
to see what you have planned for next year!

Excitement continues to build as we celebrate our 35th anniversary year at the Royal City Quilters Guild. We 
have already enjoyed several fun activities this year, including our recent postcard exchange. I was so 
pleased with the one I received that it’s still sitting on our kitchen table so I can enjoy it every day.

Our next activity is the Anniversary Quilt Challenge. In this newsletter, you will find details about 
submission deadlines, voting dates, and when emails will be sent with links so you can participate. 
Remember that your quilt can reflect anything that connects you with RCQG—and previously completed 
projects are especially welcome. We would love to see quilts you’ve made over the years that tell a story 
about your quilting journey or your connection to the guild. Our guild celebrates all quilting genres and 
techniques, so there are many creative directions you can explore. Perhaps you participated in the Summer 
Mystery, joined a sew-along, completed a workshop or special interest group project, contributed to 
Community Outreach, added a special anniversary label to a quilt, or created something that reflects the 
values we cherish—kindness, support, and a respectful quilting community. If you’ve been thinking about 
joining the challenge, there is still time to create something special or share a meaningful piece from your 
past and be part of the celebration.

We also hope to see many of you at WEFTFest again this year on April 11–12 at the Hampton Inn, 55 
Benjamin Road in St. Jacobs. This year’s festival is focusing on community quilts, and we are proud to 
display quilts made by our members for community initiatives. Visitors will also have the opportunity to 
view the remarkable Quilt of Belonging, an inspiring national textile project celebrating diversity and 
inclusion.

Looking ahead to the April 11 Mingle, we are planning a wonderful gathering with some special guests that 
highlight the work of our members in supporting our Outreach initiatives. During the event, we will be 
presenting outreach quilts created by our members to Deby W, Kitchener and Area Representative of 
Quilts of Valour Canada Society, and Allana C, Project Coordinator for Welcome2Waterloo, a transitional 
living project for youth being developed by Wyndham House here in Guelph. The event will be held at the 
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Guelph Legion, 57 Watson Parkway South, and will be a great opportunity to meet new friends, reconnect 
with fellow guild members, and celebrate the impact our quilting community has through outreach. We 
hope you will join us for this meaningful and enjoyable day.

Warmly,
Cindy
President, Royal City Quilters Guild
On behalf of the Executive Committee

The grand finale of our 35th Anniversary year will be the Anniversary 
Quilt Challenge. We are excited to celebrate the creativity and talent 
within our guild, and it won’t be long before we can all enjoy viewing 
the entries in our virtual quilt show and casting our votes for the 
Viewer’s Choice Award.

Full details about the challenge rules and requirements can be found 
on our website:

 https://royalcityquiltersguild.ca/activities/anniversary/

Here is the schedule for submissions, viewing, and voting:

• April 15 – A link will be emailed to members to submit your quilt information and photo for the 
challenge.

• May 1 – Deadline for quilt challenge submissions.
• May 10 – Members will receive a link with instructions on how to view the virtual quilt show and 

vote for their favourite quilt.
• June 2 – Voting will close.
• June 9 – The Viewer’s Choice Award will be announced at the Members’ Meeting.

Please note: A “For Display Only” category will be included in the quilt show. This option is available for 
members who would like to share their work but prefer not to participate in the quilt challenge. In addition, 
to avoid any potential conflict of interest, members of the Executive have chosen to refrain from 
participating in the Viewer’s Choice voting. However, they may submit photos of their creations for 
everyone to see and enjoy in the quilt show.

We look forward to seeing the wonderful quilts our members create, and to celebrating this special 
anniversary together.
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35th Anniversary Quilt Challenge
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Bethanne Nemesh 
Bethanne’s presentation explores her journey as an art 
quilter from her beginnings making traditional quilts, then 
branching out into pattern manipulation, to her current 
pictographic silk art quilts. Bethanne will explain how her 
silk quilts come to be, from initial sketches, paintings,  and 
photography to final creation and finish details. Bethanne 
also discusses how any quilter can learn to recognize 
inspiration, and document and organize it to facilitate quilt 
design, through sharing her own techniques and 
sketchbooks in this funny guild pleaser. See the examples 
below.

For more about Bethanne see her website at:  
whitearborquilting.com
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April  Program: “Walk a Creative Path”

http://whitearborquilting.com/


Five Quilters, One TV, and Too Many Great Choices!

Five members of the Royal City Quilters Guild gathered in 
Belwood to celebrate International Quilting Day in the best 
possible way—together. Setting up in one cozy space, they 
cast the event sessions onto a living room TV, creating their 
own retreat for a full day of quilting inspiration.

Of course, no quilting day is complete without good food and 
beverages, and this gathering was no exception. Between 
sessions, the group enjoyed a delicious spread and took time 
for their own “Show and Share,” celebrating each other’s 
recent projects and progress.

A highlight of the day was a very special celebration: an 81st 

birthday, marked with cake and warm wishes—a perfect 
reminder of the friendships that quilting fosters.

If there was any challenge at all, it was deciding which 
session to watch! With so many appealing options, the group 
found that choosing just one was the hardest part of an 
otherwise joyful and relaxing day.

All in all, it was a wonderful way to mark International Quilting Day—filled with creativity, camaraderie, and 
a shared love of quilting. 

Mark your calendar of our next celebration on March 20, 2027!

Royal City Quilters Guild will be participating in WEFTFest on April 11 and 12, and we are excited that four 
of our Outreach quilts will be hanging in the show to highlight the meaningful work our guild does in the 
community. These quilts tell a powerful story — not just of skill and artistry, but of compassion, teamwork, 
and service. WEFTFest gives us a wonderful opportunity to share our work with a wider quilting audience.

Just as importantly, WEFTFest allows us to spotlight some of the causes that are dear to us. Our Outreach 
quilts represent partnerships, generosity, and the belief that quilts can bring comfort, dignity, and hope. By 
participating in this event, we are not only showcasing beautiful work — we are highlighting the important 
work of our partner organizations.
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RCQG at WEFTFest 

International Quilting Day Memories



Our Guild outreach program donated this gorgeous, modified rail 
fence quilt to the Guelph Tool Library. Our donation will be 
included in a silent auction portion of the Brush Battle fundraiser 
on the 11th of April.

The library offers tools of all kinds including sewing machines, 
kitchen appliances and construction equipment. By sharing tools 
and assisting patrons, in repairing their belongings, patrons save 
money and items are diverted from landfill.

The Guelph Tool Library also provides DIY bike repair services and a 
seed library to support community gardens. It is great addition to 
the city, and a great organization for us to support through our 
outreach program.

Shake off the winter blues and enjoy a fun-filled day of quilting, 
creativity, and community!

Date: April 11, 2026
Time: 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Location: Royal Canadian Legion Branch 234
57 Watson Parkway S., Guelph

We’ll have coffee, tea, snacks—and of course, plenty of great 
company.

What to Bring
1. Your lunch
2. A mug
3. A project. This is the perfect time to work on your 

Anniversary Quilt Challenge entry!
4. Basic sewing tools and supplies

Special Guests and Presentations
We’re pleased to welcome Deby W., Regional Representative for 
Quilts of Valour Canada, who will be accepting the beautiful quilts 
you’ve created. We’ll also welcome representatives from Welcome 
to Waterloo to receive their quilts.
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Community Outreach

April Mingle and Quilts of Valour



Show and Share
Show and Share will take place after the second presentation.

• Quilt racks will be available for displaying and photographing your work.
• Photos can be taken for both Show and Share and the Guild Challenge.
• Short on time? Feel free to drop in just to photograph your quilts.
• Volunteers will be on hand to help.

More to Enjoy
 Grab and Go Table

• Bring your gently used quilting treasures to share. (Please take back any items that don’t find a 
new home.)

 Community Outreach
• Drop off or return quilts, or pick up a piecing kit.
• Need help with pickup or delivery? Contact April T. S.—she’ll be happy to assist.

 Library Returns
• Return any guild library books to the designated bin.

Come enjoy a day of chatting, sewing, cutting, and ironing with friends old and new. Rumour has it… there 
will be cake. We can’t wait to see you there!

April T. S.

Our next Buy the Bolt Sew Day is April 8th. We have room for eight 
people. Watch your inbox for the invitation and RSVP to grab your spot 
early. 

THANK YOU! Jeff and Heather Fisher, owners of Buy the Bolt.

Buy the Bolt: Second Wednesday of each month, 9:30 am to 3:30 pm. Located at 450 Woodlawn Rd. West, 
Unit 11 in Guelph. Any questions? Contact April using contact information in the Guild Directory.
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Let’s Sew at Buy the Bolt!

Open Sew Day – Rescheduled!



For future planning, we need to inventory our library books. Please help us by returning any books you 
have checked out. There will be a bin at both the April and May Mingles for your book returns. 

By the time this newsletter arrives, each member who has library books in their possession will have 
received an email listing those books(s) they have borrowed so they can be returned.  Alternatively 
library books can be returned to the home of MaryAnne Girouard at the south end of Guelph or Ann 
Jeffrey at the north end of Guelph, by arrangement.

Spring has arrived!  Our members hail from coast to coast in Canada and from 
parts of the USA. So Mother Nature is producing flowers in some places and lots 
of snow still in others. Whatever your weather, I hope that Spring brings energy 
and inspiration to your creative endeavours.

Important - Zoom invitations for our Monthly Meetings

Occasionally issues arise related to the Zoom invitation to our Monthly Meetings. Becky addressed one 
issue i.e. members having trouble logging into the meeting, in the March 2026 Newsletter that you can find 
here:  https://royalcityquiltersguild.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/March-Newsletter-02-28final.pdf The 
second issue relates to members who realize they have not received the Zoom invitation until just before 
the meeting. We want to make sure that all members wishing to attend the live meeting can do so. Here 
are some ways to remedy the situation:

1. When you receive your email Zoom invitation keep it in a place where you can easily retrieve it.
2. Remember you can always go to the members group in groups.io and retrieve the invitation there.  

Here is a link to the members section in groups.io:  https://rcqg.groups.io/g/members/topics
3. On the Monday prior to the meeting, check your email to make sure you have received the Zoom 

invitation via groups.io.  Invitations are usually sent out on the Sunday before the meeting.
4. If you do not see it in your inbox, check your junk or spam folders to make sure the email did not 

land there.
5. If you still have not received it, reach out to me at membership@royalcityquiltersguild.ca so that we 

can resolve the matter as quickly as possible and avoid last minute troubleshooting.  Or go to 
Groups.io as noted above.

I do my best, but I may not see your last-minute emails to me the night of the meeting and I would not want 
you to miss out even though you can view the recording.
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Welcome to Our New Member!

Since our last Newsletter, we’ve welcomed one new member thanks to 
our Refer a Friend Program.  Please help me to welcome Debby MacF!  
We are happy to meet you and hope you will enjoy all this Guild has to 
offer, including our special programming for our 35th Anniversary 
celebrations. 

Spring Fireside Chat April 30  th  , 2026  

We have sent Zoom invitations for our next New Member Fireside Chat on April 30th.  RSVP by April 2nd.

Until next time we “chat”,
Sharon Bourque
Membership Registrar

Submissions are due by 6pm Eastern on Saturday, April 11th, 2026.

Email your photo(s) to showandshare[at]royalcityquiltersguild [dot] ca

Let’s celebrate the creative ways RCQG members make space for 
quilting—big or small!

Would you like some quilting design help for a quilt top? Photos of your 
quilt tops for Quilt Whispering should be sent in by 7pm Saturday prior 
to our regular monthly meeting. You can send them via the “Get 
Involved” page of the Guild website or by e-mail to 
quiltwhisperer[at]royalcityquiltersguild.ca

We’d love to see your latest projects! 

Thanks,
 Linda

Ctrl-Click on the Show and Share blue box to see the March Show and 
Share slides.
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Reminder: 
Please send 
Show & Share 
and Quilt 
Whisperer 
photos by 6 pm 
Sat. April 11
Linda

Show and Share Presentation and Quilt Whispering

RCQG
Show and Share

March 2026

mailto:quiltwhisperer@royalcityquiltersguild.ca
mailto:showandshare@royalcityquiltersguild.ca


At the time of writing, there is only one spot remaining in the Lynn Dykstra workshop, on Saturday April 18. 
This is the final workshop of this guild year. A description of the workshop is included below.

If you have already registered for this workshop, you were emailed a supplies list and a preparation 
handout on March 19. Please note that the email you used to register for the workshop is the email used to 
send you the handouts and the Zoom link to attend the workshop. If you did not receive this email, please 
first check your spam folder, and if you still cannot locate the email, please contact me. My contact 
information is in the Guild’s directory. There is some “homework” for you to complete prior to the 
workshop. 

Our third and final workshop this guild year is “Using Up the Bits: How To Organize and Use Your Scraps”, 
with Lynn Dykstra, on Sat April 18, 2026. Lynn was the speaker at our December guild meeting. Lynn is an 
engaging speaker with lots of enthusiasm and ideas for using scraps. This is the first workshop Lynn has 
presented to RCQG and she is excited to join us. Lynn has so many scrap-busting ideas, it is difficult to 
imagine how she will fit them into a one-day workshop!

For more information, to see pictures of the workshop content, and to sign up, please visit the guild’s 
website at https://royalcityquiltersguild.ca/2025-2026-virtual-workshops/

Cheryl C
Workshops

  

We have had to make a small adjustment to our plans for April 1st.

We’re very grateful to Stephanie S for her flexibility in moving her previously scheduled presentation 
forward. She will be joining us on April 1st to present her Potato Chip Block workshop—I think you’ll really 
enjoy this session. She is brimming with ideas!

If you already have fabric “potato chips” cut, please feel free to have them on hand. Stephanie suggests 
waiting until after her presentation before cutting more, so you can move forward with a clear plan.

The pictures below show some possible layouts for potato chip quilts. The possibilities are endless.
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Stash Busters

Workshops

https://royalcityquiltersguild.ca/2025-2026-virtual-workshops/


We will reschedule Linda’s presentation for a later date. If you’ve already started pulling fabrics or 
preparing for her session, your efforts will definitely be put to good use when we revisit it.

Thank you for your understanding and flexibility—we look forward to seeing you on April 1st.
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Many quilters make quilts for special occasions—births, weddings, and other 
milestone events. But quilt labels can also capture a small slice of everyday life.

Some quilters include details about daily life at the time the quilt was made—such 
as the price of a common item like gasoline or bread. These small details can help 
future viewers understand what life was like when the quilt was created.

In recent Tula Tuesday videos, designer Tula Pink talked about labelling two of her recent quilts and how she 
adds a bit of everyday context to her work.

In the first video, she shows a quilt she is preparing to send to her exhibit at the National Quilt Museum in 
Paducah, Kentucky. The quilt is a stunning example of an integrated label. As Tula says, “The quilt is the 
label.”

https://www.facebook.com/reel/975356154922543

Tula also has a personal labelling tradition: she includes the average price of gasoline on the back of her 
quilts. In the second video, she explains what inspired her to start doing this and shows the playful label she 
designed just for that purpose. She also talks about the pattern and designer of the quilt, and shares a very 
special gift she recently received.

See: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1361477085706766 
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Optional Label Idea: Add a Slice of Everyday Life
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We would like to thank all our advertisers for their continued support of our Guild. Please support our local 
quilt stores and service providers! Clicking on an advertisement will take you to that company’s website.  If 
you would like to advertise your business within our newsletter, please contact: 
advertising[at]oyalcityquiltersguild.ca
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http://countryconcessions.com/
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Major & minor repairs; all makes & models

Eli Balk
83 Cedarvale Ave in Guelph, ON
Ph: 226-501-5052 
Website: sewingservice.ca
email: 
berninacanada@gmail.com

http://buythebolt.ca/
http://www.trianglesewing.com/
https://www.mrcslongarmquilting.ca/
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CERTIFIED DEALER

prosewingmachinedoctor.com

PRO SEWING MACHINE DOCTOR

SERVICE TO ALL MAKES INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC 

NEW & USED

INDUSTRIAL
& DOMESTIC

SEWING MACHINES
FOR SALE!

87th

519-837-1322

https://prosewingmachinedoctor.com/
https://www.whisperingwavesretreat.ca/
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http://anitaretreat.com/
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https://canadianquilter.com/quilt-canada-2026/
https://canadianquilter.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/TrendTex_Challenge_2026_Final.pdf
https://canadianquilter.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Youth_Challenge_2026_EN-FINAL.pdf


Toronto Modern Quilt Guild Presents: Our First Show!
May 1–2, 2026 | Wychwood Barns, Toronto
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Quilt Shows
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